— 
THE 
SPECTACULAR 


KER 


AR 


i4 
YM 
j_ 


SPIDERMAN 


ARCHIE GOODWIN / SAL BUSCEM, / MIKE EEOSITO / 
WRITER /E7ITOR INKER 


PENCILER LETTERER 


THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER MAN™ is published by MARVEL COMICS GROUP, OFFICE OF PUBLICATION: 575 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, 
N.Y. 10022. Published monthly. Copyright©1976 by Marvel Comics Group. A Division of Cadence Industries Corporation. All rights reserved 575 
Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022, Vol. 1, No. 4, March, 197 issue. Price 30¥ per copy in the U.S. and Canada. Subscription rate $4.00 for 12 
issues. Canada, $5.00. Foreign, $6.00. No similarity between any of the names, characters, persons, and/or institutions in this magazine with those of any 
living or dead person or institution is intended, and any such similarity which may exist is purely coincidental. Printed in the United States of America. 


The Pevastator scan 


mm DISTURBING ONLY A 
FEW IN PASSING. 


| 


a le 

THE VULTURE DOES NOT 
BUT, WANES 

Thlle WINTER AIR, SOIFTLY. 


ING THE SCREA/MING 
HOOD OVER CITY ROOFTOPS.., 
2 
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HOURS OF MARVELOUS FUN. 4” BY 
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Dear Folks, 

Wve just read PETER PARKER and from every aspect 
it looks nice. It’s a real winner. 

But since the title begins with PETER PARKER, | hope that 
we can see. more of a character’study of Mr. Parker as this book 
progresses. Let’s see more of him than just as.a face that hides 
behind a mask, okay? 

oft es ~~ Dave Kalis 
7870 Byron Place, Clayton, MO 63105 


Will do, 
Goodwin, and, Wein—have been closeting themselves away, 
working out their continuity plans for the next twelvemonth, 
‘And you can just bet that the Spider-conspirators have som 


thing up their sleeves vis-a-vis the character of one Mr. P. 
Parker. 


Daye! That devious 


Dear Marvel, 

‘You goofed! 

Jn the Bullpen Bulletins you show the cover of PETER 
PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN with different 
cover copy than that which actually appeared. 

Aside from that, | think this mag is not only eet 
but also great, magnificent, and fantastic. I’m sure’ glad you 
gave Spider-Man an extra book—though even three mags a 
month are not enough for us Spidey fans. Say, how about 
bringing back some old villains ike Electro, the Vulture, the 
Prowler, and the Lizard? 

David Lambert 
8302 Shenanddeh Drive, Austin, TX 78753 


Noe sooner said than done, Dave! The Vulture makes his 
long-awaited return in this very issue. And if you check out 
your friendly neighborhood newsstand, you should still be 
able to pick up this month's ish of AMAZING SPIDER-MAN 
with not only the Lizard, but Stegron, tool As for Electro, 
well, he was just recently seen bedeviling our newest mystery 
man from beyond the stars in thd pages of OMEGA THE 
UNKNOWN, And while we're not sure just what Hobie 
Brown is up to these days, you never know. when’ he. might 
decide to go on the prow! again! So hang in there, Mr. 
Lambert! For as we all know, Marvel villains never vanish 
forever! They might vanish for 2 while, but sooner or later—in 
‘one form or another—they almost always return. ’ 

But as for our supposed gaff on our first cover—it just 
ain't sol Ya see, between the time the cover was shot for the 
Bullpen Bulletins, and the time it finally went to press, we 
changed our minds. (Who, says this isn’t the Marvel Ago of 
Simple Answers?) 


Dear Marvel Madness, 
| just finished the first issue of PETER PARKER, THE 
SPECTACULAR SP{DER-MAN, and it was great! The art was 
fine, and the story was very original and all that. | think 
you've really got something worth putting on the stands here. 
(By the way, | bought six copies. | only wish | had done the 
same with AMAZING SPIDER-MAN #1.) Keep up the good 
work. 
‘Nuff said 
\ Terry Kambouris 
41 Kent Road, Toronto, Ontario 
Canada M4L 2x5 


threesome—Claremont, - 


Dear-Spider-People: 

PETER PARKER, THE SPECTACULAR SPIDER-MAN #1 
was a very good story. Like most Spidey stories, it was well 
written and smoothly paced. And even though the Tarantula 
got away at the end, I'm confident that Spider-Man will 
finally defeat him. Spidey. really showed his skill this issue— 
especially with that behind-the-back web-shot (page six, pane! 
3). And, of course, Sal's art was excellent as usual, 

| hope that all issues of PETER PARKER are as good as 
the first. 

Till Spidey reveals his secret identity, make mine Marvel! 

John Collins 
238 Willow Avenue, Som, MA 02144 
Dear Marvel, 

PETER PARKER #1 wes really far out. The cover was 
very nice, and the return of the Tarantula was handled very 
well. He is but definitely one of Spider-Man’s more dangerous 
foes, and this time he seemed deadlier than ever. 

One thing | didn’t like was the idea of having Mary Jane 
and Flash Thompson seeing each other. Come on, guys! M.J. 
is supposed to be Parker's girl, right? This romantic triangle 
thing has become a little overplayed, and I'd like to see some 
settlement of it...as soon as possible. 

Also, it would be nice to see Spider-Man in action against | 
some super-villains who are powerful than him. Tackling 
villains like the Executioner, the Abomination, or the Absorb- 
ing Man would give you the opportunity to really show 
Spidey using his wits. How about it? 

~ LY Wilson Rivera 
83 Maujer Street, Brooklyn, NY 11206 


The Executioner, the Abom,.,.sheesh! Aren't those guys 
just a tad bit out of Spidey’s weight class, Wilson? And 
besides, Lon Wein tolls us that two of those guys are gonna 
be returning soon—if indeed they haven't already—in a couple 
of the books he writes. But not SPIDER-MAN! 

And as for Mary Jane's sometimes roving romantic inclina- 
tions, we can only tell you to keep reading a// three of 
Spidey’s books, ‘cause something is about to happen that will 
knock you, right out of your webs! % 

Friends, y 

PETER PARKER #1 was, in 3 word, ppactacular. | was 
thrilled to see an all-out, rock ‘em-sook’em,action epic, with 
Spidey making mince-meat out of the Tarantula and the thugs 
as only he can, And that full-pager on page 231 Magnificent!! 

| love the idea of having the plots in this new book blend 
‘in with the regular AMAZING SPIDER-MAN stories. How- 
ever, instead of having two vaguely connected stories, why 
didn’t you just put the AMAZING SPIDER-MAN out every” 
two weeks? 

Jay Marks 
1500 Edris Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90035 


“Every two weeks?!? YAAARRGGHH!” 

*Thud* 

Now look at what you've done, Jay! You've just made 
Lively Len Wein pass out! And Len’s having enough problems 
meeting his deadlines on AMAZING SPIDER-MAN, HULK, 
and THOR (and soon the ever-lovin’ FANTASTIC FOUR) 
aft is. The very thought of doing a biweekly book...well, you 
get the picture! (Hey, somebody got a bucket of water and 
the smelling salts!) 
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STAN LEE'S SOAPBOX 
‘Y'kniow, the biggest problem with writing 
these Soapboxes is the calendar! What 1 
mean is, here | am writing these. wondrous 
words early in September, but you won't 
be reading them till sometime in 
December! ‘You see, it takes us a full 
three months to get ‘our masterful mags 
written, drawn, lattered, colored, printed, 
distributed, and into your greedy, grasping, 
gratalul hands! So, here | sit, sagaciously 
sofatching my pointy little head as. ty 
10 think of something to say that wll be 
interesting and newsworthy to you three 
months hence! But you can now relax 
Truth and justice have suddenly triumphed 
‘and virtue hath been rewarded! I've just 
‘thought of an item that'll- warm the very 
eockles of the heart of Marveldom 
‘Assembled! Didja know that we've 
licensed SPIDER-MAN to Daring Denny 
Allon, President of the famous Register 
& Tribune Syndicate, as a newspaper 
comic strip? Even as your startled eyes 
peruse. this awesome announcement, ol” 
Spidey is preparing for newspapers all 
‘around the world, daily and Sunday! 
Drawn by Jazzy Johnny Romita, and 
written by yours truly (who's glad to be 
back in harness again), our first inereciibie 
installment features the ol’ webspinnor 
battling Dr. Doom against the backaround 
of a United Nations terrorism threat! If 
Spidey isn't in your favorite newspaner 
yet, now's the time to phone your local 
Feature Editor, or drop him a tine 
condemning him for allowing his readers 
to dwell in cultural wasteland! And, 
before turning you loose, we might as 
Well mention two additional new strins 
Which I've foisted upon the hapless 
newspaper-reading public. One is SAYS 
WHO, a series of contemporary gags, 
using photos’ of world-famous celebrities 
{kinda like our old MONSTER MADNESS 
mag, remember?). The other isa satirical 
soap-onera drawn by Fearless Frank 
Springer and distributed by Titanic Tom 
Dorsay’s ever-laving Los Angeles Times 
Syndicate, called THE VIRTUE OF VERA 
VALIANT. When | tell you that readers 
‘are already beginning to refer to it os 
VERA VALIANT, VERA VALIANT, 
you'll get the whole hysterical idea! So 
that’s it! SPIDER-MAN! SAYS WHO! 
THE VIRTUE OF VERA VALIANT! All 
ow appearing in some of the greatest 
Newspapers throughout the world! See 
all the exitra work we do, just so. we'll 
have news items for you each month? 
No— don't hother thanking us. Just 
femember— wherever you go, whatever 
‘you do, whenever you can— keep thinkin’ 
Marvell And, if that gets a little heavy, 
we can always fallback upon “Damnant 
‘ued non intelligunt!” 


ARCHIE GOODWIN 


Editor 


JOHN ROMITA 
Art Director 
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ITEM! What's black and white and green 
all over? Well, it might be a penguin with 
terminal grass stains, but the answer we're 
holding out for is; THE RAMPAGING HULK! 
Why? Because that’s the title of the brand 
new dollar-size black-and-white magazine 
featuring the world’s favorite greenskinned 
goliath! Yep, just like CONAN and DOC 
SAVAGE, the incredible one is going to he 
coming at you in the kind of no holds barred 
action that only a novel-ength, large format 
black-and-wh mag can provide. And it’s all 
going to happen on a bi-monthly basis, as 
writer DOUG MOENCH, artists WALT 
SIMONSON and ALFREDO ALCALA, and 
editor JOHN WARNER work to bring you 
some of the most off-beat spies in our 
emerald-hued hero’s career. Look for THE 
RAMPAGING HULK... on your newsstand 
now! 


and Sonja artist FRANK THORNE, MIKE and 
SAL CAPUTO have fashioned “The Ballad of 
Red Sonja,"*which was given aspecial premiere 
performance racently at Lily. Langtry's, a 
popular New Jersey nightspot. There was press 
and TV coverage and a lot of loud applause 
from local Sonja fans. Plans are now underway 
to have the song recorded; as soon as there's 
further word, we'll keep you posted. Gee, 
wonder if this marks the beginning of a trend? 
the possibilities: “The Black Panther 
‘Minuet for the Mad Thinker” “The 
Sort of scares you, doesn't it? 
ITEM! December is a big month for followers 
of MASTER OF KUNG FU! Issue 0 sees the 
cataclysmic climax of the six part epic aciven: 
ture DevilMay-Care DOUG MOENCH and 
Peerless PAUL GULACY have heen meticulously 
building to for over half a year now. Admirers 
of comics as 3 form of graphic art have long 
been complimenting us on this series, and, with 
pardonable pride, we have to admit they're 
right. This month's account of Shang Chi's clash 
with Dr. Fu Manchu fully confirms it, See tar 
yourself. We're sure you won't he sorry 


ITEM! Contrary to what some residents of 
suburban New Jersey may think, that wasn’t 
fan earthquake’ that rocked the area a few 
Weeks ago, merely a super surprise party 
staged in celebration of Genial GENE COLAN's 
fabulous fiftieth birthday. Thanks to the 
planning— to say nothing of the cunning— 
‘of Gene's charming wife Adrienne, the whole 
affair was a complete secret to the Genial one 
right .up to the moment he walked into a 
neighbor's house to be confronted by a 
veritable horde of well-wishers, including such 
Bullpen luminaries as Jumbo JOHN 
VERPOORTEN, MARV and MICHELE 
WOLFMAN, Mirthful MARIE SEVERIN, and 

Fabulous FLO STEINBERG. Considering what 
gossips most of us in the comics field are (if 
an artist changes brushes in the morning, the 
whole industry knows it by the afternoon), 

Adrienne's surprise tactics must rank right up 

there with D-Day. And we think the effort 

couldn't have been done on the behalf of a 

more deserving quy. Besides being one of the 
best pencilers in the business— Gene's 
HOWARD THE DUCK and DRACULA are 
the talk of fans and professionals alike— the 
softspoken Mr: Colan is about as nice a person 
5 you could ever hope to run into. All of our 
best to one of our best, Gene! 

ITEM! Astong as we're dispensing felicitations, 
lev’s exten them to Cheerful CHRIS 
CLAREMONT and Bashful BONNIE WILFORD, 
and to Impish IRENE VARTANOFF and 

Sparkling SCOTT EDELMAN on their recent” 
‘marriages. We may no longer be doing romance 
comics, but.no one can say there's not still 

plenty of the real thing floating around the 

bullpent 

ITEM! How about RED SONJA? Not only has 
she graduated from the pages of MARVEL 
FEATURE into her own full-fledged title (the 
second issue of which ought to be winging its 

way to your comics rack any day now), but 

the first lady of sword and sorcery now has a 

song written about her. Working from inspira: 

tion provided by writer/editor ROY THOMAS 


ITEME Let's close out this month's session with 
2 glance into the crystal ball for a few hints 
about what's in store for the future. For those 
who've been wondering what's happened to 
WARLOCK and DEATHLOK since the demise 
of their own titles, watch up-and-coming issues, 
of MARVEL TEAM-UP, MARVEL TWO-IN 
ONE, and MARVEL SPOTLIGHT, Fans of 
Tolkienesque fantasy should keep their eyes 
eeled and their thirty cents at the ready for 
the appearance of ‘“Tyndali’s Quest”, another 
item scheduled for SPOTLIGHT. And be sure 
to read Stan’s Soapbox next issue. If all goes 
well, our fearless feacer will be. announcing 
details on one of the most exciting projects 
we've ever had a chance to bring your way 
How's that for a cliff-hanger ending to 
the column? 


JIM SHOOTER ROGER SLIFER, SCOTT EDELMAN, ROGER STERN 
Associate Editor Assistant Editors 


ROY THOMAS, LEN WEIN, MARV WOLFMAN 


Consulting Editors 


JOHN VERPOORTEN 
Production Manager 
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Cage Cleaner 


ADVERTISEMENT 


WIRKEGARD, A PHILOSOPHICALLY SINISTER 
VILLAIN, AIMS HIS EXISTENTIAL CEPRESSION 
RAY AT NEW YORK CITY'S WATER SUPPLY. 


IRON MAN RETURNS To A NEW YORK CITY THAT Is SEIZE 
BY SARNESS ANC SORROW, 7- - - 


SOMEONE'S TAKEN THE 
FUN OUT OF FUN CITY. THI: 
COULD ONLY BE THE WORK 
OF KWIRKEGARDI! 4 


WHAT’S THE 

USE ? ANOTHER 
DAY, ANOTHERRS 
DISASTER! 


LATER, AT TONY STARK’S LABORATORY Bursiee 


NEW YORK, IRON MAN 1S BEING BRIEFED. 


YOU MAUDLIN MONSTER; 
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f BELIEVE IT's THE WATER] KIDS HAVEN'T BEEN 

THAT'S CAUSING ALL OF ] AFFECTED, BECAUSE 

NEW YORK’S PROBLEMS, 44 THEY HAVEN'T FORGOTTEN 
HOW TO PLAY! 
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PRESSING DAYS OF DISASTER} 
ARE OVER. 


NEVER,,, SHELLHEAD; 
YOUR HIDE MAy BE THICK 
BUT YOUR HEAD IS SOFT, 


OH GOSH!! T FEEL 
TOO SAD EVEN TO 
SS FIGHT! BUT I MUST Tey, 


KWIRKEGARD, Now IT's \. 
MY TURN TO MAKE You 4 


DOWN AND OUT!! abl isc a 


ES. 


4(GHT; CREAMED 
FILLING, GREAT!! 


WOW! DELICIOUS HOSTESSE 
4 


LATER, AT CENTRAL PARK, IRON MAN TAKES 
ACTION To SAVE NEW YORK CITY. 


IT'S UP TO YOU KI9S TO SAVE 
NEW YORK, YOUR LAUGHTER, 
IS THE CITY'S ONLY HOPE, BE 


V-- eigut AFTER 
RUSH THAT 


Lo fa! 
POWER PACK 
OF Yours! 
oe 


YES, J REMEMBER 
HOW YOU BEAT ME... 


-- FOR THE FALL TO 
Kiég NOU! BUT IT WILL 
CERTAINLY LEAVE YOU 

IN WO UTION- x 
TO VENT. 

MY_FPYMISHING 

THE Joe! 


GRENADE : SMOKE. CLEARS, THE CORIITE STENCH FADES, ANOTWOGROEGY FIGURES BEHOLD... 


YOU_CAN FORGET 
YOUR PRIDE OR” 
YOUR REPUTATION, 

VULTURE. 


Z THEYRE 
. THI! 
9 Youre, 


